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MINUTES OF ORGANIZATION MEETING OF BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, MAY 3, 1930 


The organization meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sierra Club was held at the 
tlub rooms, 402 Mills Building, San Francisco, California, at ten o'clock, Saturday morning, May 
, 1930. Present: Directors Adair, Badé, Bernays, Colby, Dawson, Farquhar, Huber, LeConte, 
AcDuffie, Parsons, Price, Tappaan, Treat, Wright. Absent: Director Rowell. Mr. Van Oosting, 
hairman of the Southern California Chapter, was also present. Dr. Taber, chairman of the 
Ban Francisco Bay Chapter, was unable to attend. President McDuffie called the meeting to 
order. 

Secretary Colby read the report of the judges of election, which announced that the fol- 

ing were elected on April 12, 1930, directors of the Sierra Club for the ensuing year: Herbert 
§. Adair, William Frederic Badé, Phil S. Bernays, William E. Colby, Ernest Dawson, Francis P. 
Farquhar, Walter L. Huber, J. N. LeConte, Duncan McDuffie, Marion R. Parsons, Robert M. 

ice, Chester H. Rowell, Clair S. Tappaan, Payson J. Treat, William H. Wright. 

The following were elected officers for the ensuing year: Duncan McDuffie, president; Phil 
. Bernays, vice-president; William E. Colby, secretary; J. N. LeConte, treasurer. Walter L. 
Huber was elected the fifth member of the executive committee. Francis P. Farquhar was 
lected editor of the Sierra Club Bulletin for the coming year. 

A motion was passed excusing Director Rowell, who was on a lecture tour in the eastern 
b The minutes of the last meeting of the Board, held on December 7, 1929, were ap- 
roved. Treasurer LeConte’s report, published in the February number of the Sierra Club 

in, was approved. 

The Board expressed its appreciation of the February 1930 issue of the Sierra Club Bulletin, 
hich was felt to be a credit to the editor and to the Sierra Club. The articles were commented 
upon as being both of timely interest and of permanent value. 

Mr. Huber, the committee of one appointed at the last meeting of the Board to investigate 
ithe Shasta Alpine Lodge situation, reported that, through the cooperation of the United States 
Forest Service, he had found that the lodge had in all probability been built on private property 
adjacent to the property leased for that purpose from the Southern Pacific Company. Through 
the cooperation of the local Forest Service officials, an option to buy the eighty acres of land for 
the sum of $2500 had been secured from the owner. Steps were also being taken with a view 
to securing a permit to continue taking water from the spring situated near the lodge, on 
Southern Pacific Company property. A motion was carried that the Club appropriate not to 
exceed $3000 to be placed in the hands of the committee for use in buying the land on which 
Shasta Alpine Lodge is built, in securing a valid title thereto, in insuring the water supply, and 
in making any other expenditures that may be necessary in connection therewith, any unexpended 
balance to be returned to the treasury of the Club. 

The Secretary was authorized and instructed to write to the Tuolumne Soda Springs cer- 
tificate holders and make the suggestion that they turn in their certificates in exchange for life 
memberships in the Sierra Club. 

Mr. Dawson and Mr. Van Oosting reported upon the progress being made by the Southern 
California Chapter in raising funds necessary for the construction of the proposed Aurelia 
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Harwood Memorial Lodge. They expressed the hope that funds would soon be in hand or 
pledged sufficient to start construction this summer. It was voted that the Sierra Club increase the 
appropriation of $250 made at the December meeting to the sum of $1000 as its contribution to 
the Aurelia Harwood Memorial Lodge fund. 

A copy of “Vischer'’s Portfolio of the Mammoth Tree Grove,” was presented to the Club 
as the gift of Messrs. Albert M. Bender, Phil S. Bernays, Duncan McDuffie, Walter L. Huber, 
Erwin E. Richter and Francis P. Farquhar. This rare album, which is in perfect condition, was 
published in 1862 by Edward Vischer, San Francisco. It consists of twenty-five lithographed 
views of the Calaveras Grove of Big Trees. A resolution was adopted expressing the thanks 
and appreciation of the Club for this very appropriate gift, which is in line with what the Club 
is trying to do in getting together a collection of rare and historical records concerning the 
Sierra. 

The matter of the use of the LeConte Memorial Lodge in Yosemite Valley for overnight 
accommodations to members was brought up and, after discussion, referred to the Lodge Com 
mittee for report at the next meeting. 

Report was made by the treasurer of the receipt by the Club of two bequests: From the 
estate of Aurelia Harwood, $1,000, the income to be used in furthering legislation endorsed by 
the Club; and from the estate of Benjamin F. Seaver, $100, no condition attached. Mr. Seaver 
was a prominent member of the American Alpine Club and did much to stimulate interest in 
American mountaineering. 

Further report was made on Mr. G. Frederick Schwarz's proposal to have erected, as a 
memorial to John Muir, a rest hut on Muir Pass. The sum of $2500 has been sent to the Club 
to be expended for this purpose and it is planned that the Sierra Club and the Forest Service 
cooperate in selecting the exact site for the lodge, in providing suitable plans, and in accomplish 
ing its construction. Authority was granted to Messrs. Huber, Colby and McDuffie to continue 
to act in carrying out these plans. 

A letter was read from H. O. Preston, executive secretary of the Associated Sportsmen of 
California, asking that the Sierra Club adopt a resolution endorsing the project to have the 
Spring Valley Watershed area in San Mateo County made a state game refuge. The following 
resolution was adopted and the Secretary instructed to send a copy to the proper officials: 

Resolved that the Sierra Club looks with great favor on the proposal to keep the Spring 
Valley property recently acquired by the city of San Francisco as a game refuge and urges that 
all necessary steps be taken to make it a state game refuge. 

It was voted to contribute $50 to the National Conference on State Parks. 

A letter was received just before the meeting from Horace M. Albright, Director of Nx 
tional Parks. He enclosed an interesting report on the progress of national park matters in 
California, particularly with reference to the acquisition of certain private holdings within and 
adjacent to the boundaries of Yosemite National Park. A motion was carried that a letter of 
thanks be sent him, expressing appreciation for his letter and report, and pledging him the com 
tinued support of the Sierra Club in the work he has undertaken. 

It was voted that the Executive Committee be charged with the duty of investigating and 
reporting on the proposed inclusion of the Kings River region in a national park, the Executive 
Committee to have authority to appoint a special committee if need should arise. 

President McDuffie, who had made a study of a statement on national park standards pre 
pared by the Camp Fire Club of America, was authorized and instructed to write to the Camp 
Fire Club and state that the Sierra Club is sympathetic with the object they have set out to 
attain but is not prepared to endorse the statement in all its details. 

Mr. Bernays reported that, at the suggestion of Mr. C. A. Harwell, Park Naturalist, and 
under authorization from the Executive Committee, he was having made a register and suitable 
container to be placed on Sentinel Dome, Yosemite National Park, at the base of the old Jeffrey 
Pine. It is hoped by this means to satisfy the desire of those climbing the dome to leave their 
names there without injuring the old storm-beaten tree as some are now doing by carving initials 
on it. 

President McDuffie reported the following: Early in the fall of 1929 a nation-wide com 
mittee was formed for the purpose of taking steps to create a fund for a suitable testimonial to 
Stephen T. Mather, and of determining the form the testimonial should take. At the suggestion 
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of several members of the National Committee of the Stephen T. Mather Appreciation, a meet- 
ing of the California members of the Committee and of other friends of Mr. Mather was held 
on March 3rd in San Francisco. At this meeting a resolution was adopted, suggesting that the 
Redwood Mountain forest of Sequoia gigantea near Sequoia National Park be secured and set 
aside as a memorial to Stephen T. Mather. The meeting appointed Duncan McDuffie, chair- 
man, and Francis P. Farquhar, secretary, and authorized the appointment of an executive com- 
mittee. Report was made of the action taken at this meeting to the officers of the National Com- 
mittee at Washington, since which time the members of the National Committee have been 
asked to vote on thirty-eight propositions as to the form of memorial, the first on the list being 
the one suggested by the California members, namely, Redwood Mountain. It is hoped that many 
of the eastern members of the Committee may favor the acquisition of Redwood Mountain, as 
well as the California members, as it is felt that this is the type of memorial that Mr. Mather 
himself would have favored, one which accomplishes the preservation of a magnificent grove of 
Sequoia gigantea. 

Dr. Badé, chairman of the Archives Committee, reported on the committee's plans and 
stated that he and the other members of his committee feel that it would be advisable to take 
over that portion of room 403 which is now sublet, in order to be able more properly to house 
the books and records being accumulated by the Sierra Club (valuable records, however, to be 
kept in fireproof storage). After discussion, a motion was carried that the Archives Committee 
be called the Archives and Library Committee and be given charge of the library as well as the 
archives of the Club. A further motion was carried that the Executive Committee, together with 
the Archives and Library Committee, make arrangements for the housing of the library, taking 
over the room now sublet, and doing whatever may be necessary in connection therewith. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

WM. E. COLBY, Secretary. 


1930 SIERRA CLUB OUTING 


The plans for the July outing to Mono Creek, the South Fork of the San Joaquin and 
Middle Fork of the Kings are now practically complete. The party will be in the high mountains 
the first night out, with a camp on Rock Creek just below Mono Pass. The ride from the rail- 
road terminus by stage will afford a splendid opportunity for seeing the east side of the Sierra. 
The first day will take us over the crest of the Sierra and into the very picturesque region of the 
Mono Recesses. The five day camp at the mouth of the Second Recess will give everyone a 
chance to explore this most attractive region. The party will then travel to Evolution Valley, 
where a camp of six days will permit of visiting all of the nearby points of interest. From this 
camp the first two weeks party will be taken out, to be replaced by the second two weeks party. 
After crossing Muir Pass, the third and final permanent camp will be made opposite the mouth 
of Palisade Creek on the Middle Fork of the Kings. This is perhaps the wildest and most spec- 
tacular camp in the whole Sierra and affords an opportunity for visiting Palisade Basin, Cartridge 
Creek, and Simpson Meadow. The party will go out over Bishop Pass, spending the last night 
in Dusy Basin. This last camp, at an elevation of 11,000 feet, almost under the shadow of the 
Palisades, will furnish a fitting close for an outing which cannot be surpassed in the High Sierra. 


STATE PARK PROGRESS 


The state park program inaugurated by Governor Young is commencing to show definite and 
satisfactory results. The preliminary period involving examination of various proposed park sites 
and their appraisal is now so well advanced that the comparatively near future should bring about 
the acquisition of many of the most desirable areas. The State Park Commission is studying with 
great care areas such as the Bull Creek Flat and Dyerville groves of redwoods, Point Lobos, and 
most of the available beach area in southern California. The Commission has decided to acquire 
the Silver Strand Beach south of Coronado; the Borego Valley desert area (including interesting 
growths of cactus, and canyons in which are found the native Washington palm); and Palomar 
Mountain—all in San Diego County. The San Jacinto Mountain area in Riverside County has 
also been approved. Extensive beach frontages in Los Angeles and Ventura counties have been 
acted on favorably, and beaches in Orange and Santa Barbara counties are being studied care- 








130 


fully. Great progress has been made along the Redwood Highway where, in addition 
areas previously acquired, the Del Norte Coast Park has been established, extending for 
eight miles along the Redwood Highway on both sides of the Graves Grove. The P 
Point area, which is a close rival to Point Lobos and which is situated a short distance ne 
Eureka, has also been acquired; and options have been obtained on portions of the pictur 
lagoon region extending for several miles north of Patrick's Point along the coast. The 
the slopes of Mount Tamalpais has been condemned and added to the Steep Ravine area 
erously donated to the state by the late William Kent. The Commission is using extrac 
care in every step that it takes in its endeavor to secure the best possible results for the 
the expenditure of the bond money available. The whole situation is most encouraging. 


RECENT BOOKS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO 
SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS 


Two volumes on the big trees have recently appeared, both of which were writt 
members of the Club: Big Trees, by Judge Walter Fry and Col. John R. White, publish 
Stanford University Press ($2.00), and Big Trees of the Giant Forest, by Col. George W. S 
published by A. M. Robertson, San Francisco ($1.50). Another book of special interest is J 
Valley, by W. A. Chalfant, also published by Stanford University Press ($3.50). These books! 
be reviewed in the magazine number of next February. 


JOHN MUIR’S COMPLETE WORKS PRESENTED TO CL 


The Sierra Club has received from Houghton Mifflin Co. two complete sets of the 
of John Muir. The following letter of acknowledgment was sent by the Secretary: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, June 3, 1930, 
612 Howard St., 3 
San Francisco, California. 

Attention Mr. H. H. Taylor, Mgr. 


Gentlemen: 

We deeply appreciate your most generous gift of two sets of John Muir's books; ¢ 
these is being placed in the library of the LeConte Memorial Lodge owned by the Sierra 
in Yosemite Valley, and the other set is being kept here at the club headquarters at San ¥ 
cisco. You may be certain that they will be used to good advantage and will doubtless i 
those who have access to them to the extent of resulting in purchases of the books for pe 
use by the readers. : 

I had the great privilege of knowing John Muir for many years prior to his death and} 
heard him refer to your firm many times in the highest terms. He expressed himself as § 
thoroughly satisfied in the fair and courteous relationship and I have known him to refuse 
tures from other publishers because of this high regard which he held for your comp 
desire to express the sincere thanks of the Club for your generous gift. 


Very sincerely yours, WM. E. COLBY.. 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED 
BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, of SIERRA CLUB BUL LLETIN, 
published bi-monthly at San Francisco, California, for April 1, 1930. 


State of California, } 2. 
City and County of San Francisco. 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and County aforesaid, personally appeared 
Virginia Ferguson, who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that she is 
assistant secretary of the Sierra Club, which is the publisher of the Sierra Club Bulletin, | that the 
following is, to the best of her knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership and manage- 
ment of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption, required 4 the Act of 
August 24, 1912, to-wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing editor and business man- 
agers are: Publisher, Sierra Club, 402 Mills Building, San Francisco; Editor, Francis P. Farquhar, 
114 Sansome St., San Francisco; Managing Editor, None; Business Managers, None. 

2. That the owner is: Sierra Club (a corporation), 402 Mills Building, San Francisco; Presi- 
dent, Duncan McDuffie, 2101 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley; Secretary, William E. Colby, 402 Mills 
Building, San Francisco; Treasurer, J. N. LeConte, 19 Hillside Court, Berkeley. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 per 
cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: None. 

VIRGINIA FERGUSON, 
Assistant Secretary of Sierra Club. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 24th day of March, 1930 
(Sear) MARIE FORMAN, Notary Public. 

(My commission expires Jan. 9, 1933.) 








